MINUTES OF THE BMFA SCALE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT OLD WARDEN ON 7th DECEMBER 2013
The meeting commenced at 11:00 am.
Present were: Chris Allen, Dave Knott, Ian Pallister, Andy Sephton and Richard
Scarbrough.
Chris Allen agreed to take notes for the minutes.
This was the first meeting of the 2013/14 Committee, but since none of those present
had been invited to act as temporary Chairman by the BMFA Chairman it was agreed
that the meeting would be chaired by Ian Pallister.
Set agenda for the first meeting of a new Technical Committee:
1. Election of Officers, Co-Options and Acceptance of Specialist Body
Representatives
(a) The initial voting strength of the meeting (Elected Officers only) was five (5)
(b) Election of Chairman – Ian Pallister agreed to continue in post for a further year.
(c) Co-Options – no co-options required.
(d) Voting Strength of the Committee is six (with one absentee).
(e) Election of Chairman (2) – N/A
(f) Election of Secretary – Steve Kessel agreed to continue in post for a further year
(g) Election of Treasurer – Richard Scarbrough agreed to continue in post for a further
year
(h) Election of Council Delegate - Ian Pallister agreed to continue in post for a further
year.
(i) Acceptance of voting Specialist Body Representatives – N/A
(j) The final voting strength of the meeting is noted as five (5).
(k) N/A
(l) N/A
(n) Election of Safety Officer – Andy Sephton agreed to continue in post for a further
year.

(o) Election of a Rules Officer - Chris Allen agreed to continue in post for a further year.
(p) Appointment of the Committee Results Officer - Dave Knott agreed to continue in
post for a further year.
(q) Decision on who will be the budget signatory for the Team Travel Fund if this is not
to be the Treasurer - NA.
2 Apologies - Apologies for none attendance had been received from Steve Kessel.
3 Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes of the previous STC meeting of the 12th
October 2013 were approved unanimously as a true record.
4 Matters arising – There were no matters arising
5 Miscellaneous Appointments – Bill Dennis has indicated agreement to continue as
Free Flight Rep. Brian Cordwell would remain as C/L Rep and Nick Clark was
nominated as Helicopter Rep.
6 Disciplines – the only change recorded here was the addition of Scale Helicopter.
7 Council Agenda
Proposals to, or review of, the Council Agenda. – No proposals
8 Nationals De-briefing and Pre-planning – The de-briefing of the 2013 Nationals was
conducted at the previous STC meeting.
It was noted that there remained concern over flight safety issues at the Nats showline
and regarding the proximity of the Helicopter flightline. It is understood that a further
meeting to discuss these issues will be convened.
9 Teams
(a) The teams for the 2014 World Championships, (recorded in the previous meeting
minutes).
(b) There is no European Championship scheduled for 2015 so there is no need to
conduct team trials in 2014.
10 Team Managers and Assistant Team Managers
The Chairman announced that as a result of the committee members voting by e-mail,
the Team Manager would be Steve Kessel and the Assistant Team Manager would be
Neil Tidy. The names had been forwarded to HQ.

It was agreed that the Selection process had been rather badly handled and that in the
future, the advert should appear in the September issue BMFA News.
11 BMFA Competition Details (Open competitions run by, or on behalf of, the
BMFA)
(a) Single Event Entry Fees – No change from 2013
(b) Season Tickets – No change from 2013
(c) Provisional Nationals Entry Fees – No change from 3013
(d) Team Selection Events Entry Fees – Since there was to be no team trial in 2014,
this was N/A but it was agreed that for future reference entry fees should be on a per
model basis.
(e) Certificate requirements for the coming year to BMFA office or the Records Officer
as soon as possible. – Dave to co-ordinate requirements for C/L, FF and Heli and
advise the Secretary. Andy to confirm requirements for Indoor.
12 The Technical Committee Annual Return
Secretary to action – same as 2013.
13 Safety Review
See Item 8 (Nats Report), It was considered that further to the discussion at the SRC, a
further meeting should be convened. Andy and Chris agreed to attend if required.
14. Scale Technical Committee’s Other Agenda Items
(a) Minutes of the previous STC meeting held on 12th October 2013 were agreed, see
Item 3 above
b) Matters Arising - none
c) Chairman’s Report – Ian’s report on the October Technical Council Meeting which
had been circulated to committee members was discussed.
The only item of interest was that there were some ’issues’ with records. Ian agreed to
follow this up at the AGM.
(d) Treasurers Report - Richard presented his report which is detailed in the appendix at
the end of these minutes.
(e) PRO’s Report – Andy reported that the Newsletter had been delayed due to
pressure of work, but there would be a ‘bumper ‘ issue for Christmas.

(f) Free Flight – Nothing to report.
(g) Indoor – There was some discussion regarding the continuation of picture prizes for
winners. It was agreed to continue for 2014 but to also look for alternatives, e.g.
coasters.
Andy reminded the Committee that 2014 would be the last year he would organize the
indoor Nats.
(h) Control Line – Nothing to report
(i) Radio Control – 2014 World Championships – It was agreed to defer the decision on
Team member grants until the next meeting.
(j) Competition Programme for 2014 - Dave presented the proposed programme for
next year with many of the venues and dates already confirmed. To be finalised at the
next meeting.
(k. BMFA Scale Rule Book for 2013 – Chris reviewed the proposed 2014 Rule Book
which had been circulated before the meeting. A few minor changes were agreed and a
summary of the changes would be included in the Newsletter. The 2014 BMFA Scale
Rule Book would now be forwarded directly to the new Technical Secretary, Chris to
action..
(l) Proposals for 2014 CIAM Plenary - Chris outlined the proposals being put forward by
the BMFA, in summary these are:
Revision of the definition of Scale Models.
Chang to Static Scoring to allow tenths of marks.
Removal of the declaration of Non-Aerobatic status.
Revision of rules for photographic evidence in static documentation.
Revision of the BOM Rule.
Change from Engine Sound to Model Sound.
Replacement of Flight in a straight line at constant height with Straight Flight at
Low Speed.
Consequential changes to Competitors Declaration, the Flight Score Sheet and
the Judges Guide.
15. AOB

Richard agreed to look at an R/C Scale Training Day at the Fenland Flying site at
Holbeach.
Chris agreed to liaise with the ASRC to update the Scale C tast when the new Rule
Book is published.
16. Date of next meeting is the 8th March 2014Meetings for 2013
The meeting dates for the remainder of the year are to be checked against the BMFA
Calendar and will hopefully be finalised at the next meeting.

